
 

 

    

 

 

 
 
 
 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                               November 30, 2025                   

Pastor:  Fr. Tom Stabile, T.O.R., Ext. 100    
 

Office Manager: Kelly Yancey, Ext. 101                                                            DRE, C&YP: Sister Vivian N. Nchuaji, SSA, Ext. 104 

Asst. Office Mgr. & Cemetery Director:   Pam Ellis Ext. 102                          Plant Manager: Mark Stefanko, Ext. 105 

Hours: Monday – Friday: 8:30 AM – 3:00 PM                                                Prayer Chain: Elaine Schaffranek, 814-736-9375 

Phone:   814-736-4279       Fax:   814-736-4764                                                 Parish Hall:    Ext.  110                                                

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

Weekdays: Mass is celebrated at 8 AM Monday through Friday. 

Adoration & Benediction Fridays, after the 8 AM Mass. 

Confessions are scheduled for Saturdays, from 3 to 3:40 PM and by appointment. 

Weekend Masses: Saturday at 4 PM, Sunday, 8 AM and 10:30 AM. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Sat.  Nov.        29    4:00   pm +Jerry & Phyllis Connelly req. by Connelly Family  

Sun.  Nov.        30 8:00   am +Donna Shandor req. by Joe Babiak & Jim Minor 

             10:30   am   MASS FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE PARISH   

Mon.     Dec.           1     8:00   am           +Paul McMullen req. by Charlie & Josie Kostan                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Tues.  Dec.           2  8:00   am +David Bandzuh req. by Family      

Wed.     Dec.           3 8:00   am +Debbie Kunko req. by Adam & Pam Skomra  

    7:00   pm    ADVENT MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Thurs.  Dec.          4 9:00   am +Joanne Redfern req. by Mark & Janice Gahagen    
 Fri.       Dec.          5  8:00   am +Dolores Berger req. by Kelly Walding Vinglas Family                                                                                                                                                

 Sat.  Dec.          6  4:00   pm +Lorraine Beyer & deceased members of the Beyer family req. by Ida Spaid  

 Sun.  Dec.          7      8:00   am             MASS FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE PARISH  

              10:30   am           +Phil Zdunczyk req. by Mary & Family  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week for David Bandzuh requested by Family. 
The Rectory Chapel Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week for Ed, Marilyn, and Fran Layo req. by Family. 

  
  + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + ++ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +                       

VISIT OUR PARISH WEBSITE OFTEN FOR THE LATEST UPDATES.  www.holyfamilyportage.org 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

END OF THE YEAR SPECIAL TICKETS FUND RAISER…COST IS $10.00 PER TICKET 

$250 Cash give-a-way December 29 and 30th and $1,000 give-a-way December 31st. The winning number will 

be determined by the First 7pm pick 3 PA Daily Lottery number.  Tickets are available at the Parish Office 

and will resume sales next week, December 6 & 7th in the vestibule of the church before and after all Masses.  

 

 #iGiveCatholic is live for online donations and will run through Tuesday, December 9th.  All that is donated 

stays in our parish!  This year, the Sacred Heart Ushers Club generously pledged to match all donations up to 

$15,000!  So, please make a donation between those two dates via the website (Holy Family Parish, Portage, PA 

| #iGiveCatholic), the button on our website (www.holyfamilyportage.org) or via the special envelopes in the 

Church or contact the parish office.  Thank you so much for your support and please pray that the project goes 

smoothly.  Fr. Tom 

 
 Angel Tree: Please Note: We were given 8 more Angels for our Angel Tree!  Please sign your name 
according to the Angel number you are taking. Return your unwrapped gift to Holy Family or Bethany UMC no 
later than Dec. 8th with your Angel gift tag attached. Suggested minimum value per tag is $25.  THANK YOU! 
 

Christmas wafers (Oplatki) will be available in the Vestibule of the Church.  Asking for a donation 
of $2.00 per envelope.  Each envelope contains 4 wafers.   

 
SYMPATHY – Our Parish Family wishes to extend their sincerest sympathy to the families of Leonard Gentile and  

David Kiel.  May they rest in the peace of the Lord. 

 

 

www.holyfamilyportage.org 

 

www.holyfamilyportage.org 

 

http://www.holyfamilyportage.org/
https://www.igivecatholic.org/organization/holy-family-parish-8a1b2897-7cca-4f78-9ed1-7274fcc783e9
https://www.igivecatholic.org/organization/holy-family-parish-8a1b2897-7cca-4f78-9ed1-7274fcc783e9
http://www.holyfamilyportage.org/
http://www.holyfamilyportage.org/
http://www.holyfamilyportage.org/


 

 

PARISH FINANCES – The stats of week 11/23/2025 
 

Sunday/Monthly       $3,892.40 

Children   42.00    

Loose              131.00              

Holy Day                 5.00 

All Souls                 5.00 

Catholic Charities            790.00           

Military Services              50.00                     

Energy                20.00 

World Mission   30.00  

Total         $4,965.40   

      

 
 

Child & Youth Protection: All Parish volunteers & personnel are required to have themselves fully cleared. 

Clearances are to be renewed every FIVE years. Stop by the rectory office or Call Sr. Vivian @ 814-736-4279 ext. 

104 to check what clearance you need to update. Sr. Vivian will walk you through the process in case you need assistance 
 

Kick-Start to Bereavement Ministry: Our parish is establishing a bereavement ministry for those who have lost loved 

ones. The first event is on Wednesday, December 3rd.  We invite anyone who is coping with the loss of a loved one to attend 

a simple evening prayer service followed by light refreshments.  Approaching the Holidays, many need a little help to see 

the light of Christ through their loss.  This service could be that for you!  The second event is our “Comfort Connection 

Potluck” on Dec. 7th from 2-4 pm in our Parish Hall. The purpose of this event is to socialize with others who have also 

experienced loss. We hope to get feedback/suggestions on directions for this ministry to better serve the needs of those 

experiencing grief. A sign-up sheet will be on the credenza if you plan to attend. We need a count due to the parish preparing 

the main dish. You are welcome to bring a side dish. Please indicate what you will bring. 

 

November 29 & 30 Land of Peace, a nonprofit organization will be speaking about the Christian situation in the 

Holy Land and selling crucifixes, religious artwork, and rosaries all made of olive wood which is native to Israel 

and Bethlehem. Their goal is to help the poor and needy families of Bethlehem and Jerusalem. Visit: 

www.landofpeace.org 

 
MAKE/KEEP YOUR CONNECTION WITH HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC PARISH IN POTAGE, PA.  CONSIDER 
INCLUDING THE PARISH IN YOUR WILL, TRUST, LIFE INSURANCE, OR RETIREMENT PLAN.  MORE 
INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE IN A BROCHURE IN THE BACK OF THE CHURCH AND ON THE PARISH WEBSITE. 
 

~FREE~ BREAKFAST WITH SANTA – December 6, in the parish hall from 10:00 am to 

12:00pm. All children of the parish up to and including third grade are invited. There will be breakfast, crafts, 

participation in a Nativity story and a gift from Santa. A parent must accompany their child for this event. 

Registration is required and it will be on the credenza in the back of the church or you may call the parish office 

814-736-4279 to register. Looking for student and adult volunteers to help decorate the hall Friday December 5 

from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. Help is also needed on Saturday, Dec. 6 beginning at 9:30 am.  If you are volunteering, 

please sign up on the sheets in the vestibule.  
 

JUBILEE CELEBRATION CALENDAR 
NOVEMBER:   For The Prevention Of Suicide 

  Let us pray that those who are tempted to commit suicide might find support, 

care and love they need in their community and be open to the beauty of life. Amen. 

UP-COMING MEETINGS & EVENTS 

Nov 29-30 – Land of Peace and Donut Social 

Dec. 3 – Advent Memorial Service 7:00 PM 

Dec. 6 – Breakfast with Santa 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Dec. 6-7 – Blessing of the Creches following all Masses 

Dec. 10 – Confession 6:00 – 7:00 PM 

Dec. 15 – Penance Service 7:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Religious Education 

• Safe Environment lesson: Sunday, December 14, 2025. The prepared lesson package is ready. This year, we need 

volunteer parents/guardians to help teach about the safe environment for our students. Interested? Kindly call 

the Re. Ed. office or the Rectory at 814-736-4279 Ext. 104. Thank you. God bless you. 

• How will you Prepare for the coming of the King?? Join our “Waiting Well” Advent prayer group! Sessions will be 

held Mondays in Advent thru Zoom, December 1, 8, 15, & 22 at 6:00 PM. Get a registration form by emailing 

Francine Swope at fswope@dioceseaj.org.  Deadline is November 24th. A journal will be provided at $6 to $9. 

First Sunday of Advent 

The First Sunday in Advent in 2025 is on November 30th and marks the beginning 

of the liturgical season, focusing on preparation, hope, and the anticipation of 

Christ’s coming. It is a time to reflect on the coming of Christ both at Christmas and 

in his final return, emphasizing hope and vigilance. Key themes include preparing 

our hearts, being people of light, and living in joyful expectation.  

 

 

http://www.landofpeace.org/
https://www.sacerdotus.com/2019/12/first-sunday-of-advent-be-awake.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
mailto:fswope@dioceseaj.org

