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From the Minister Provincial

Office of the Minister Provincial
P.O. Box 500

Loretto, PA 15940
814.419.8880

www.franciscanstor.org        www.franciscanfriarsloretto.org

Dear Friars, Friends, and Benefactors,

The articles in this newsletter span across the past eight months or so. They 
include the ordination of Fr. Joseph Marie Krilich which was celebrated on May 
22, 2021, various friar experiences from this past summer, as well as events and 
happenings during the fall. And yet these articles are but the tip of the iceberg 
in terms of events occurring across our Province.

In July, our Province hosted its annual summer gathering the third week of July. 
During that time, we celebrated the silver and golden jubilees of eleven friars, 
including six friars whose jubilees were in 2020. Since Covid-19 prevented us 
from being able to celebrate their anniversaries last year, we did so this year.

In August, our two universities reopened their doors to students sent home in March 2021 due to Covid-19. 
It was very nice having the students and faculty back on campus following their departure last March. Similarly, it was 
great to see many parishioners begin to return to church on Sundays during the summer and fall as the dioceses 
where we minister began lifting the general dispensation from the Sunday obligation to attend Mass.

At the writing of this newsletter, our two universities - Franciscan University of Steubenville and Saint Francis 
University - are beginning to commemorate their 75th and 175th anniversaries of their founding, respectively. 2022 
also marks the 175th anniversary of the year when six Irish Franciscan brothers settled in Loretto, PA where we have 
been present ever since.

This newsletter includes some photos of those events as well as other happenings, stories, and articles written by 
various friars. Once again, I am grateful for the assistance of Theresa Domidica, Assistant to the Minister Provincial, 
and Emily McConnell, Creative Director, Owner & Founder of EM’s Graphic Studio, for assisting in the preparation 
and publication of this newsletter. Thanks also to all the friars who contributed articles and photos to this newsletter! 
It could not have been produced without your help!

We hope you enjoy reading it.

Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. Joseph Lehman, T.O.R.
Minister Provincial
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Friar Fr. Dominic Scotto
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There’s a lot to know about 
Fr. Dominic Scotto, TOR. He’s been a 
professed friar for 60 years. He was 
ordained a priest before man set foot on 
the moon. He served the United States 
military during the Korean War. He is 
known throughout the world as a brilliant 
liturgist and scholar. He is known by his 
community as a humble and dedicated 
follower of St. Francis. But years from now, 
when stories are told and memories are 
shared by the friars who knew him and 
shared fraternal life with him, it likely 
won’t be any of these characteristics that 
first come to mind. Rather, in this world 
where all of us will be most remembered 
for those things that made us most 
unique, one thing will always 
be remembered about Fr. Dominic: 
he was a cartoonist. 

During the 2018-2019 academic year, I 
was stationed at Franciscan University of 
Steubenville for my apostolic internship. 
Having lived primarily in a house of 
formation from the time of my entrance 
into postulancy until the conclusion of 
my third year in seminary, I was thrilled to 
temporarily say goodbye to my formators 
and classmates in order to embrace an 
all-new environment. 

And with that all-new environment came 
all-new friars. While I was certainly looking 
forward to the opportunity of getting to 
know many of these men with whom I 
had never spent a significant amount of 
time, there was one friar I was particularly 
excited to find living and ministering in 
Steubenville: Fr. Dominic Scotto. And with 
Fr. Dominic living in Holy Spirit Friary, I 
began looking forward to November 9th--
my birthday--more than usual.

Why? Because Fr. Dominic makes 
birthday cards. And they’re not your 
everyday birthday cards. These are not 
what you pick up last-minute at CVS 
when you’re on your way to a party, nor 
are they something Hallmark would make. 
Rather, they’re personal, custom creations. 

If you’re a friar who teaches theology, 
there you’ll be: a cartoon version of 
yourself, alongside cartoon Thomas 
Aquinas and cartoon Bonaventure. If there 
happened to be some sort of inside joke 
made at your expense at any point over 
the past twelve months, you better believe 
you’ll be seeing it in all its colored-pencil 
glory as soon as you blow out the candles 
on your birthday cake. 

Me? I still have a copy of my one-
and-only birthday card from my time at 
Holy Spirit Friary. There I am--exaggerated 
in both height and in beard-length--
trying desperately to toss my crumpled 
paper placemat into the garbage can from 
across the refectory after dinner (a friary 
tradition), while another friar blocks my 
shot out of the air like Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar (another friary tradition). I must 
say, I was somewhat flattered that Fr. 
Dominic took the time to notice my 
lack of basketball skills and immortalize
it in card form! 

Spotlight
by Fr. Zachary Burns

Father Dominic Francis Scotto
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Spotlight Cont.

Now, with years and years of card-making under his 
belt (or cord), one might naturally ask the question: 
how did this all begin? What is the origin of such a 
bizarre, yet beloved tradition? Simply put, this is a 
tradition that is rooted in joy--and perhaps that’s why 
it has stood the test of time. 

Early in his religious life, Fr. Dominic was 
stationed in Rome for studies. Living with him in 
the friary was an elderly priest named Fr. Vincent 
Petricione, who had been tasked with the tedious 
duty of organizing the Order’s archives--a vast mess 
of documents and scrolls. Often, Fr. Dominic would 
pay visits to Fr. Vincent, who appreciated the regular 
opportunities to regale this young friar with stories 
of his life. Fr. Dominic kept coming back to see 
Fr. Vincent not necessarily because of his intriguing 
stories, but because he sensed that the disgruntled 
archivist was down in spirit and enjoyed 
the company. 

So, one day, realizing that it was the eve of Fr. 
Vincent’s birthday, Fr. Dominic impulsively drew 
the friar a birthday card. “I had drawn him sitting 
in a medieval scriptorium, seated at an ancient 
desk with a sputtering candle, writing with a large 
quill pen on an ancient scroll,” Fr. Dominic recently 
wrote. “He was very delighted and appreciative of 
my effort to cheer him up. This simple action had 
great consequences, because the following day, our 
superior, Fr. Bartolomeo Nicolau, came to me with a 
list of all the friars in the house and their birthdays, 
and requested that I do a birthday card for each one. 
When I protested that I had no time or equipment 
for this task, he kindly ignored me and gave me 
money to go to an art store and to purchase what 
I needed!”For Fr. Dominic, the decision to draw a 
birthday card for Fr. Vincent was made on an impulse, 
but there nevertheless seemed to be a powerful sense 
of God’s providence at work. Fr. Dominic had shown 
a propensity for drawing as early as his kindergarten 
years, during which his teacher planted in the minds 
of his parents the idea of one day sending their 
son to art school. This seed of an idea--cultivated 
formally with art lessons and informally through 
pages and pages of doodling and sketching--
ultimately sprouted into a full-blown plant. After 
high school, Fr. Dominic enlisted as an art student 
at the School of Visual Arts in Manhattan, where 
he graduated with a certificate in three years. After 
graduating and serving four years in the military--
including a year stationed in Korea during the war--Fr. 
Dominic returned home and delved immediately back 
into his artistic passions, utilizing the G.I. Bill to enroll 
in further studies.

By the end of his schooling, the young New York City 
native had found himself a job with an advertising 



agency. There, he was tasked with putting together 
posters and advertisement layouts, utilizing his skills 
across a variety of mediums. Apart from this work, 
Fr. Dominic freelanced on the side, making a living 
off his talents wherever and whenever he could. 
Ultimately, though, he dreamed of illustrating books-
-a role that would undoubtedly put his skills to the 
test. But God had other plans, and the aspiring artist 
found himself discerning the mind of another Artist. 
Not long after graduating art school, Fr. Dominic 
found himself in formation with the Franciscan Friars 
of the Third Order Regular.

Matthew 19:29 states: “And everyone who 
has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or farms on account of My name, 
will receive many times as much, and will inherit 
eternal life.” Upon entering religious life, a young 
person is required to sacrifice many things. Family 
life. Autonomy. Possessions. But key among this list 
of offerings? Dreams. To become a friar and a priest is 
a noble vocation--but it often requires the forfeiting 
of other pursuits. For Fr. Dominic, the dream of 
becoming an illustrator and a noted artist appeared 
to be dead. “I remember when I first entered the 
Order, I questioned why the Lord had given me my 
artistic gifts and training, only to abandon them as I 
entered religious life,” Fr. Dominic writes. “But looking 
back, I saw that the Lord had no such intention.”

And this is the mystery articulated by Jesus 
through the words of Matthew, the Apostle. When 
someone gives up something for the sake of the 
Gospel without any intention of getting it back, 
he sometimes is surprised to find not only that 
that thing has been returned to him, but that it has 
been returned in surplus. Fr. Dominic may not be 
illustrating books or making a living off his art like 
he once did many years ago. But his gifts and talents 
have never been disregarded by Our Lord, who never 
fails to magnify that which brings joy to others.

Over the years, Fr. Dominic has created more birthday 
cards than can be counted. Some have been lost to 
time. But many, assuredly, still lay in desk drawers and 
underneath desktop piles, waiting to be stumbled 
upon accidentally, whereupon they might elicit one 
more laugh from the friars for whom they were made. 
And, although Fr. Dominic admits that it’s hard to 
keep thinking of new ideas for the birthday cards of 
friars with whom he’s lived for many, many birthdays, 
the longevity of this unofficial, yet beautiful, ministry 
stands as a testament to the fruit it has borne. 

Bravo to the kindergarten teacher who saw Fr. 
Dominic’s gifts as a seed worth watering, and Bravo 
to the God who called him to Franciscan life, where 
he would find an unlikely home for those gifts.
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On September 17th, at the opening of our first Come and 
See Weekend of the semester, three TOR postulants received 
tau crosses in a Tauing Ceremony presided by Fr. Joe Lehman, 
TOR, Minister Provincial at Saint Louis Friary in Washington, DC. 
As Fr. Joe noted in his reflection, the tau crosses symbolize the 
penitential life they are embarking upon, exemplified by Saint 
Francis of Assisi. Francis himself, drawing on the usage of the 
letter Tau (τ) in the book of Ezekiel (9:4-6) as a symbol of the 
penitents who grieve over the sin of Jerusalem, and as a symbol 
of the Cross of Christ, adopted it as his own signature and sign 
of penance. 

The three postulants - Christopher Curliss, Reece Hoyer, and 
Gregory Schratz, began their Postulancy at Saint Louis Friary on 
August 21st. It was an exciting day welcoming them into our 
fraternity and introducing their families to our home and life. 

Christopher Curliss comes from Grapevine, Texas, where he 
was a member of Good Shepherd Catholic Community in 
Colleyville, Texas. There he developed relationships with our 
friars and recognized the call to religious life as a Third Order 
Regular (TOR) Franciscan. Some of the many gifts Chris brings 
to community life are a strong devotion to prayer, a good work 
ethic and willingness to serve, culinary skills, and music. He is 
currently taking courses in philosophy. 

Reece Hoyer hails from Perkasie, Pennsylvania, near Philadelphia. 
In May 2019, Reece graduated from Franciscan University of 
Steubenville with bachelor’s degrees in theology and chemistry. 
During his time on campus he came to know a number of friars and 
after taking some time to discern with his diocese, recognized the 
call to community life. Reece brings his gifts of music, a joyful spirit, 
a desire to serve, a love for prayer, and the skills from his studies. He 
is currently engaged in ministries of catechesis, evangelization, and 
service to the poor in the Washington, DC area. 

Gregory Schratz, who grew up in Butler, Pennsylvania, is also a 
graduate of Franciscan University of Steubenville where he earned 
bachelor’s degrees in Theology and Catechetics in May 2021. At 
the University he came to know a number of our friars and felt the 
call to pursue religious life with our community. Greg brings his gifts 
associated with his degrees, but also a deep faithfulness, a love for 
worship music, an attentiveness to the needs of others, and a zeal 
for serving the Lord. He is currently taking courses in philosophy 
and is involved in catechetical ministry in the Washington, DC area. 

During the past few months, the postulants have been 
contributing positively to our communal life and have enjoyed 
visiting both Steubenville and Loretto, getting to know more of our 
Province. Please pray for the postulants as they continue to discern 
the next steps of formation and pray for more men to join our 
Province and Order.

CeremonyPostulant Entrance  Tau Ceremony&
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by Fr. Vincent Yeager, T.O.R.

From left to right: Reece Hoyer, Gregory Schratz, Chris Curliss, Fr. Pat Whittle, and Fr. Joe Lehman



Jubilarians
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The Province celebrated the silver and golden anniversaries of Religious Profession and Ordination at their annual 
Province gathering in Loretto, Pennsylvania Wednesday, July 14, 2021 . Since COVID-19 prevented the Province from 
celebrating our Jubilarians during 2020, friars celebrating anniversaries in both 2020 and 202 were included in this 

year’s celebration with a Mass and dinner at the Basilica of St. Michael the Archangel

Jubilarian Celebration
20

20
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2021 Jubilarians

Father Bernard Tickerhoof, T.O.R.
50th Anniversary - Profession

Father David Bonarrigo, T.O.R.
50th Anniversary - Profession

Father Jordan Hite, T.O.R.
50th Anniversary - Ordination

Father Robert Hilz, T.O.R.
50th Anniversary - Ordination

Father Michael Ciski, T.O.R.
25th Anniversary - Profession

Father James Angert, T.O.R.
50th Anniversary - Ordination

Father Ronald Mohnickey, T.O.R.
50th Anniversary - Ordination

Father Joseph Janiszeski, T.O.R.
50th Anniversary - Ordination

Father David Pivonka, T.O.R.
25th Anniversary - Ordination

Father Shawn Roberson, T.O.R.
25th Anniversary - Profession

Celebrating 70 Years as a Franciscan Friar
Father Ivan Lebar

Father Joseph Lehman, T.O.R.
25th Anniversary - Ordination

Father Stanley Holland, T.O.R.
25th Anniversary - Ordination

Father Kevin Queally, T.O.R.
50th Anniversary - Profession

Celebrating 70 Years as a Franciscan Friar
and 65 Years as a Franciscan Priest

by Fr. Joe Lehman



This past summer, I participated in 
an international religious and cultural 
program in Mexico City, Mexico residing 
with TOR Franciscan friars who are 
members of the Vice Province of our 
Lady of Guadalupe. The objective of 
the program was to experience religious 
life in another culture and to improve 
my Spanish speaking skills. As an 
undergraduate at Florida State University, 
I studied Spanish, so I arrived with a 
basic understanding of the language 
which was a big help.

During my stay, I resided at Casa de 
formacion Raimundo Lulio, which means 
“Raymond Lull House of Formation.” 
Blessed Raymond Lull was a Third Order 
Regular Franciscan who was a philosopher, 
theologian, poet, missionary, and Christian 
apologist from Majorca, Spain who 
invented a philosophical system to prove 
the truth of Christian doctrine to people 
of other faiths and nationalities.

Casa de formation Raimundo Lulio, 
which is equivalent to St. Louis Friary, my 
province’s house of formation located in 
Washington, D.C., is located in Tlalpan, a 
suburb on the southern side of Mexico 
City, At Casa de formacion Raimundo 
Lulio, I was able to meet all of the 
Mexican friars in formation even though 

many of them were in and out of the 
friary for vacation or summer assignments. 
Like St. Louis Friary, the Mexican house of 
formation is located near other religious 
houses so I was able to meet and befriend 
other young Mexican religious brothers 
residing in the area.

Shortly after arriving, I started 
informal Spanish classes in downtown 
Mexico. Most of the students in these 
classes were tourists or expatriates from 
various countries visiting or residing 
in Mexico. Outside of class, we would 
sometimes visit museums, hang out in 
coffee shops or parks, experiencing life in 
Mexico City while also learning Spanish. 
 
As nice as it was to meet internationals 
like myself, the highlight of the summer 
was being able to spend time with the 
TOR Franciscan friars and the lay people 
they minister with. The friars have many 
incredible ministries which I was able 
to see, including a number of parishes 
throughout Mexico City, some of which 
serve the very poor. For a few days, I 
was also able to visit a TOR Franciscan 
hermitage, located near Popocatépetl - 
an active volcano - where the friars 
often host various retreat groups. During 
one week, two friars who were recently 
ordained, and close to me in age, took me 

to see some TOR Franciscan sisters who 
live a purely contemplative dimension 
of our way of life. The sisters there - like 
the TOR Fransican sisters in Steubenville, 
Ohio - are incredibly joyful with generous 
hearts. It was great being able to meet 
them and experience their contemplative 
life, even if it was only for a short time. 

As you may have heard or experienced 
before, Mexican street food cannot be 
beat. After my classes, I would walk 
around downtown Mexico City looking 
at all of the taco and food stands trying 
to decide what to eat for lunch. My 
favorite street food was tacos al pastor, 
which are tacos made from marinated 
pork meat that is cooked on a spit similar 
to shawarma or gyros and served with 
onion, cilantro, and pineapple.

All in all, it was a great summer 
experiencing a different culture, 
experiencing how the friars in Mexico 
live religious life, and getting better at 
speaking and understanding Spanish. I 
definitely recommend a similar experience 
to any friar who knows some Spanish 
and wants to learn more, or just 
wants to experience religious life in 
a different culture.

Spanish Immersion in Mexico Immersion

Province of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus          PAGE 9

by Bro. Kevin Smith

Bro. Kevin at La Ermita del Silencio, a retreat house 
located near Popocatépetl, an active volcano.

Bro. Kevin with Fr. Juan José, Fr. Gerardo, and a number of TOR 
Contemplative Nuns in Querétaro, Mexico



Silver Chalice:A Homily
The following is a homily given by Fr. Dan Pattee, TOR on August 3 2021 at Mass with the Franciscan
Missionary Sisters at Our Lady of Peace Retreat House in Beaverton, Oregon where his great aunt, Sr.
Mary Agatha, once lived. Fr. Dan traveled there for the dual purpose of returning the chalice to the

Franciscan Missionary Sisters and to participate in a private retreat at their retreat center.
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The story of the silver chalice in my 
possession, which as of this writing is 
a Pattee Family Heirloom, began in the 
year 1925 when my grandfather on my 
father’s side, Larry Pattee, arranged with 
his whole family to give their son and 
brother the gift of a chalice at his Mass of 
Thanksgiving after his ordination to the 
Catholic priesthood. My great uncle, Fr. 
Frank Pattee (1893-1935), was ordained 
in the Cathedral of Epiphany for the 
Diocese of Sioux City, IA on Saturday, 
June 6, 1925. In 1930, however, Fr. Frank 
contracted tuberculosis which became so 
serious that he had to resign his parish 
and move to St. Francis Hospital and 
Sanitarium in Colorado Springs, CO for 
treatment. About the same time my great 
aunt and Fr. Frank’s sister, Sr. Mary Agatha, 
responded to a call from her superiors 
in the Franciscan Sisters of Dubuque to 
go to China as a missionary. During her 
preparations, she went to visit Fr. Frank in 
Colorado. Fr. Frank told Sr. Mary Agatha 
that he was not much longer on this earth 
and that he wished to donate his chalice 
to the China missions for which she was 
preparing. Sr. Mary Agatha received the 
silver chalice from her brother, packed 
it among her things, and brought it with 
her to China. She traveled by boat with 
Mother M. Theodore, arriving at the 
missionary compound in Chowtsun, 
China in late summer of 1934 where she 
joined four other Dubuque Franciscans 
who had been there since the fall of 1931.

For several years, the silver chalice served 
Sr. Mary Agatha and the mission in the 
convent chapel for Mass. Things began to 
destabilize, however, when the Japanese 
invaded China in July of 1937. It took 
the Japanese some time to reach the 
village where Sr. Mary Agatha and the 
other sisters lived. When the Japanese 
finally arrived at Chowtsun, Sr. Mary 
Agatha amid the fighting consumed the 

Eucharist and took it upon herself to 
gather the precious items of the altar, 
including Fr. Frank’s chalice, and place 
them in a trunk which she buried in the 
back of the compound. The Japanese 
prevailed and soon after arrested all the 
sisters eventually leading them away to 
internment camps in March of 1943. The 
conditions in these camps were nowhere 
near as brutal or hellish as the death 
camps of Nazi Germany, but their life was 
hard, including daily labors with meager 
food rations. This went on until Imperial 
Japan was defeated in August 1945, 
formally surrendering on September 2.

At that time, all prisoners of war held 
by the Japanese were freed, and Sr. Mary 
Agatha and the other sisters took it upon 
themselves to try and make their way back 
to the mission. The infra-structure was so 
torn up and destroyed by war, however, 
that there were no train tracks suitable 
for travel. The sisters had to settle for 
boarding a truck, embarking on a rough 
ride back to Chowtsun about five hours 
away under better pre-war conditions. 
Upon returning, she and the other sisters 
took to cleaning up the mess left by the 
Japanese occupation. Sr. Mary Agatha also 
went out to see whether the trunk had 
remained undetected, and it had! She dug 
it up to find all its contents, including the 
silver chalice, untouched and unscathed. 
This was late 1945, but within months 
hostility broke out between Nationalist 
Chinese and Communist Chinese forces. 
It was during this time that a sleep-
deprived Sr. M. Elaine reposed to her 
room for a nap, soon to be startled by 
a massive shell from a communist gun 
blowing a hole in the wall just inches 
above her head. The civil war pre-dated 
the Japanese invasion when it was 
interrupted. It broke out again in earnest, 
however, in 1947 from which followed 
three years of heavy fighting back and 

forth until 1950 when the People’s 
Republic of China was formed on 
the mainland.

Sr. Mary Agatha, therefore, returned 
to the United States at the behest of 
the local bishop and Mother Superior 
in Dubuque, carrying the silver chalice 
with her in her luggage. In early 1948, 
however, the remaining missionaries, 
mostly native Chinese vocations fostered 
by the sisters, departed China due to the 
communist takeover. As a result, Sr. Mary 
Agatha left for the West Coast in May of 
1948 with her friend Sr. Dulcissima, who 
had also served in China, to meet up 
with them. Sr. Dulcissima began meeting 
with several OFM Franciscan Friars and 
the local bishop in Portland, OR in 
hopes of establishing a foundation of the 
Franciscan Missionary Sisters of Our Lady 
of Sorrows in the United States. They had 
only recently been founded in China in 
1939 by Most Rev. Rafael Palazzi, OFM, 

Chalice
by Fr. Daniel Pattee, T.O.R.

Father Frank Pattee
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Chalice Cont.

Bishop of Hengyang, Hunan. These efforts proved successful with 
some of the native Chinese Sisters joining the Franciscan Missionary 
Sisters and others the Franciscan Sisters in Dubuque. Both Sr. Mary 
Agatha and Sr. Dulcissima would soon transfer in June of 1949 from 
the Dubuque Franciscans to the Franciscan Missionary Sisters. On 
the evening of June 25, 1953, the Feast of the Sacred Heart, Sr. Mary 
Agatha, then superior, and Sr. Mary Jane stood at the front entrance of 
Our Lady of Peace Retreat House in Beaverton OR awaiting the arrival 
of the first-ever group of retreatants in their newly established retreat 
house. She later died of cancer on July 4, 1958, in the old orphanage 
adjacent to the retreat house.

Fast forward now to 1982, when I was a second year Third Order 
Regular (TOR) Franciscan seminarian studying for the priesthood in 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. In that year my grandfather, Larry Pattee, 
knowing all about the silver chalice, began to ask around in Dubuque 
whether any of the Franciscan Sisters might know of its whereabouts. 
He was instrumental in securing the silver chalice for Fr. Frank in 1925 
and knew that it went with Sr. Mary Agatha to China. My grandfather’s 
wife, Nellie Pattee, also had a sister who joined the Franciscan Sisters 
in Dubuque. Her name was Sr. Catherine Hickey (1905-2006). 
Sr. Catherine began to inquire after the silver chalice. She knew 
well enough to send letters to the Franciscan Missionary Sisters in 
Beaverton and asked them to look for the silver chalice as well. Lo and 
behold, the sisters found it at Our Lady of Peace Retreat House sitting 
in a cupboard, bent, and not used for some time, since it could no 
longer stand upright on its own. They arranged to have it sent to Sr. 
Catherine in Dubuque who told my grandfather that she located the 
silver chalice. He was ecstatic and desired that it be prepared for me 
should I persevere to ordination.

Unfortunately, Grandpa 
Larry would not live long enough to 
see the day since he died in October 
of 1983. Prior to his death, however, 
he saw to it that the chalice made its 
way to his son, my uncle Jim Pattee, 
a medical doctor in Minneapolis. Sr. 
Catherine gave the chalice to my cousin 
Jay who transported it to our uncle Jim 
who brought it to Hudson Jewelers in 
Minneapolis for a fresh coat of silver 
and repair. He then placed it in a safety 
deposit box for the day when I might 
be ordained a priest which came on 
Saturday, May 30, 1987, in Immaculate 
Conception Chapel on the campus of St. 
Francis University in Loretto, PA. When 
I celebrated my Mass of Thanksgiving 
at St. Raphael’s Catholic Church in 
Crystal, MN on Pentecost Sunday, June 7, 
1987, I was given the silver chalice and 
celebrated Mass with it for the first time.

Farher Dan Pattee

As stated earlier, the silver chalice is a 
Pattee Family Heirloom. The intention 
when I received it was that it be 
returned to the Pattee Family upon my 
death until such time when another 
family member would respond to the 
call of God and become a Catholic 
priest. As of this writing, however, there 
are no immediate prospects of anyone 
in the Family becoming a Catholic 
priest, and so I am inclined to donate it 
to the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of 
Our Lady of Sorrows in Beaverton from 
whence it came in the first place.

It is with this intention that I celebrate 
Mass today with you, the Franciscan 
Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of 
Sorrows at Our Lady of Peace Retreat 
House in Beaverton, OR. After Mass 
today, I shall leave the silver chalice 
with you to have and to cherish, 

bequeathing it to you as a remembrance 
and an inspiration of the early foundations 
of your community. My only request would 
be, should there ever come forward a 
member of the Pattee family to become a 
Catholic priest at some future point, that 
he be allowed to come and celebrate Mass 
with the silver chalice and drink from its 
inspiration. But for today, I shall proceed 
from the altar leaving the chalice behind 
as your very own, transferring it from 
the Pattee Family to you, the Franciscan 
Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Sorrows.



. . .T O R

Brother Joseph Marie Krilich, 
TOR, was ordained to the priesthood 
by Very Rev. Jeffrey Monforton, Bishop 
of Steubenville on May 22, 2021 at the 
Franciscan University of Steubenville. It 
marked the first time since 1996 when 
a priestly ordination of a Franciscan 
TOR was held at the University. TOR 
ordination ceremonies are typically held 
at the Province’s motherhouse in Loretto, 
Pennsylvania but an exception was 
made partly due to Father Joseph’s close 
connections with Franciscan University. 

Father Joseph graduated from Franciscan 
University in 2013 with a bachelor 
of science degree in chemistry and a 
minor in biology. He also completed his 
apostolic year at Franciscan from August 
2019 to May 2020 during which time he 
served as a chemistry lab instructor and 
campus minister. Furthermore, his seven 
sisters - six older and one younger - are 
also all graduates of Franciscan University.

“Franciscan played a significant 
role in my discernment journey,” he said. 
“I feel honored to have my ordination 
take place here, where in some respects, 
my intentional discernment journey 
began.” Father Joseph’s parents were also 
instrumental in his vocational calling. In 
addition to participation in their local 
parish, his parents had their children 
attend Catholic prayer meetings and 
conferences on a regular basis during 
their childhood years. Furthermore, when 
Father Joseph was still a young boy, his 
dad would often jokingly introduce him 
to people as a future priest even though 
Father Joseph did not feel a calling to the 
priesthood until his college years.

During his sophomore year at Franciscan 
University, Father Joseph recalled feeling 
a “personal encounter with Christ” and 
thought he would do a “brief discernment 
before getting married and moving on 
with my life.” Part of that discernment 
took place on a mission trip to Belize 
which opened his mind and heart even 
more to a priestly vocation. Following 

graduation, Father Joseph served as a 
volunteer missionary and teacher with the 
Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy 
Trinity for a year and was still considering 
a career as a medical doctor or medicinal 
chemist when he finally decided to 
join the Third Order Regular Franciscans 
in Loretto.

In some ways, Father Joseph’s call to 
the priesthood was also influenced by his 
dad’s decision to become a permanent 
Catholic deacon more than ten years ago. 
Deacon Paul Krilich was honored to serve 
as a deacon at his son’s ordination and 
then again as part of a “father-and-son 
duo” at Father Joseph’s first Mass the 
next day. As is the custom at Mass, the 
deacon always proclaims the Gospel after 
requesting the following blessing from the 
priest: “May the Lord be in your heart and 
on your lips, that you may proclaim his 
Gospel worthily and well, in the name of 
the Father and of the Son + and of the 
Holy Spirit.”

“That moment,” Father Joseph noted later, 
“was definitely very touching for me. It 
was humbling to me for my dad to be in 
that role, knowing what it means to be 
in that role of total service. There is 
nothing I did to earn to be in that 
very special place.”

Fr. Joseph Marie Krilich,

Father Joseph is now teaching 
religious studies and ministering as 
a priest at Saint Francis University in 
Loretto, PA. He is also taking a few classes 
in preparation to begin studying for a 
doctoral degree in physical therapy. 
Upon completion of that degree, Father 
Joseph hopes to serve as a university 
professor and priest.

Ordination
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Hospital Pastoral Training

During this past summer, two 
young Franciscan friars preparing for 
ordination to the priesthood, participated 
in an eleven week, full-time clinical 
pastoral education program at separate 
hospitals in Florida. Brother John Marie 
Blair, TOR served at Morton Plant Hospital 
in Clearwater and Brother William Shee, 
TOR ministered at Tampa General 
Hospital in Tampa.

Clinical pastoral education (CPE) is 
a method of hands-on theological 
education for seminarians and ministers 
from diverse faith traditions. The aim is 
to help future and current priests and 
religious ministers learn and develop their 
pastoral skills by providing spiritual care 
to patients, families and staff members 
in a multi-faith clinical setting under 
the supervision of a certified pastoral 
instructor. CPE provides a learning 
environment wherein students are able 
to develop a greater awareness of the 
spiritual, theological, and psycho-social 
concerns of people in crisis. It also 
allows students to increase their own 
self-awareness and help them address 
personal areas of growth through 
self-reflection, which is a key 
ministerial concern.

Brother William noted: “When I began CPE 
at the beginning of June, I wasn’t sure if I 
would have a lot to bring to the table in 

hospital ministry. However, the chaplaincy 
community at Tampa General was 
incredibly kind and supportive. They were 
happy to have us shadow them and help 
us process our visits with patients. When 
my two CPE classmates and I started 
hospital visits on our own, I was amazed 
at how many people simply wanted 
someone to talk to about what they were 
experiencing and feeling, and how much 
this ministry involved compassionate 
listening. Some visits involved bringing 
communion to patients and family 
members, and they were always grateful 
to receive Jesus’ healing presence in the 
Eucharist. Throughout CPE I saw the truth 
of St. Paul’s words, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me…” 
(Phil. 4:13).

Brother John Marie wrote: “I 
found my pastoral identity validated 
when patients at Morton Hospital 
turned to me for help, and I was able to 
provide them with the spiritual care they 
needed. The CPE process enabled me to 
achieve the learning goals I established 
at the beginning of the program. Using 
an “action-reflection-action” process, 
I developed various interpersonal and 
pastoral/spiritual care skills. This consisted 
of taking initial action in the clinical 
setting by using familiar methods and 
strategies, reflecting on those experiences 
by writing them down, then sharing them 

in a group setting, and finally integrating 
what I learned from that didactic process 
back into the clinical setting.

I did this repeatedly every week as I 
reflected on these experiences in my 
weekly journal and shared them with my 
supervisor and peers. I realized that my 
learning goals were similar to my peers’ 
as we provided each other with helpful 
feedback and advice. I also became more 
confident and competent with facilitating 
difficult conversations with patients and 
other visitors. Everything that I learned 
from my reflections and group processing 
were beneficial especially as I integrated 
everything back into the clinical setting. 
Finally, the program helped me to identify 
and expand upon my own God-given 
gifts and talents which I can continue to 
use in future ministerial roles.”

During their CPE experiences, Brothers 
John Marie and Will resided at St. Patrick 
Catholic Church in South Tampa, which 
is staffed by two Franciscan priests - Fr. 
Salvator Stafula, TOR and Fr. Alberto 
Bueno, TOR. Bros. John Marie and Will 
were very grateful for the fraternity and 
hospitality offered by Frs. Sal and Alberto 
and the St. Patrick parish community. It 
was a very rewarding experience for the 
two aspiring Franciscan priests.

by Bro. John Marie Blair and Bro. William Shee

Bro. John Marie, at right in green shirt, with fellow ministerial students from four hospitals participating in the CPE program with him.

CPE
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Camino through Portugal

Mass at the Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary, Fatima, 
Portugal on September 13, 2021.

(from L to R): Jim Ward, 
Bob Goss and Bro. Shamus 
McGrenra hiking the Portuguese 
Camino de Santiago.

(from left to right) Bro. Shamus 
McGrenra, Bob Goss, and 

Jim Ward at the Cathedral of 
Santiago de Compostela

Camino

For one month, from September 8 
to October 8, 2021, Brother Shamus 
McGrenra, T.O.R. and two friends, Jim 
Ward and Bob Goss, walked 275 miles 
from Lisbon, Portugal to the Cathedral 
of Santiago de Compostela located 
in northwestern Spain. The path they 
followed is a spiritual pilgrimage route 
known as the Camino de Santiago (“Way 
of St. James” in English). While there a 
number of pilgrimage routes to Santiago 
de Compostela, the Camino Portugués 
(“Portuguese Way”) is the second most 
popular route after the Camino Francés 
(or “French Way”), which begins in St Jean 
Pied de Port located on the France-Spain 
border and traverses 500 miles across the 
northern Spain. About 19% of all pilgrims 
or 52,200 people walked the Camino 
Portuguese in 2019.

A key highlight to the month-long 
journey for McGrenra, Ward, and Goss 
was a visit to the impressive and awe-
inspiring Marian shrine located in 
Fatima, Portugal. The trio scheduled their 
pilgrimage in order to arrive in Fatima on 
September 13, the feast day of Our 
Lady of Fatima.   

Since it was their first visit to the 
Marian shrine, expectations were very 
high. The Good Lord and His Blessed 
Mother did not disappointment. With 
thousands in attendance, the Mass that 
day had a faith-filled atmosphere unlike 
most, which added to the prayerful spirit 
of the day. The three men brought with 
them numerous prayer intentions which 
they presented to Our Lady of Fatima. 
After the Mass, they also prayed for the 
countless benefactors, who over the past 

11 years, have donated over $600,000 
to support the Dorothy Day Outreach 
Center. This entire amount has enabled 
the Center to provide food, clothing, 
furniture, and financial assistance for 
rent and utilities, to thousands of less 
fortunate families, elderly, and veterans. 
The Gospel message of reaching out to 
“those less fortunate” is alive and well 
because of the faithful and steadfast 
support of these donations to the 
Dorothy Day Outreach Center. 

From Fatima, the trio continued their 
pilgrimage up the Portuguese coastline 
to the Spanish border and finally to 
Santiago, Spain, where St. James the 
Great is buried.  Following Santiago, 
the three pilgrims journeyed on for  
four more days until they arrived in 
Finisterre and Muxia, located along 
the northwest coast of Spain.
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Transitus at Franciscan University

A beautiful Homecoming Weekend at the Franciscan University of Steubenville included our Sunday evening celebration of the 
Transitus of our Holy Father Saint Francis. We were blessed to have a strong showing of students and others in the University community 
to join us for this annual tradition so unique to our spiritual tradition. The evening began with the T.O.R. Friars and Sisters stationed at 
the University processing into Christ the King Chapel. Elements of continuity in the Transitus such as Psalm 144 and the reading of the 
Circular letter of Brother Elias announcing Francis’ death were included in the time of prayer. 

We were blessed to have our youngest friar of the community offer a reflection. Br. John Marie Blair, T.O.R., spoke eloquently about the 
call of each of us to mirror our Holy Father Francis in how he sought to offer himself to the Lord and the Church. Brother John Marie 
invited us as members of the Body of Christ to accept our role in the “spiritual construction project” that will help rebuild the Church. 
He encouraged us to do what is ours to do now so that we will be ready to give an account of the life we’ve lived. In closing his 
remarks, Br. John Marie offered one of his favorite prayers of Francis, the Salutation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The Transitus service was concluded with the veneration of the relics of Saint Francis of Assisi. Coming forward with lit candles, 
students paused to venerate Francis’ relics with a brief prayer and the community prayed with the musicians leading us beautifully in 
song. The evening ended with socializing outside the Chapel and a treat or two (as is only right and fitting whenever and wherever 
Franciscans gather). We may celebrate the Transitus each year, but it is a singular experience each year as we prepare not only for the 
Feast of our Holy Father Francis but also continually prepare to meet Sister Death as he did.

Transitus
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Small Gift…
Big Meaning

Give the gift of an Individual Mass by the Franciscan Friars, T.O.R.

Did you know that you can request an Individual Mass to be said for 
any person (living or deceased) and for any reason? The Mass will be 
celebrated in a timely manner, by a Franciscan priest of our province, 
especially for the person or intention specified.

To arrange an Individual Mass, just visit the web address  
below or scan the QR code!

franciscanfriarsloretto.org/request-an-individual-mass/


